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OurRhine BioBlitz
Are you going to participate in our Citizen Science study? You can make a serious
contribution to science using just your mobile phone by taking photos during your visit
to a Visitor Center.
This manual will give you an explanation about this project and exactly how it works.

The Rhine

The Rhine is a lifeline. The Rhine brings fresh water and is home to countless animals,
plants and insects. The Rhine connects regions and people. The Rhine does not only
flow through one country. We share the Rhine with other countries. The Rhine belongs
to all of us!
We will be conducting a joint study with all Visitor Centers along the Rhine into the
biodiversity of the Rhine river basin. We are measuring biodiversity at over 25 different
locations and our research results will give us a good picture of the entire Rhine.
We are not just looking for life that we find in the water itself, but also along the river
banks. The diversity in flora and fauna species says a lot to say about how healthy our
Rhine is.

How does iNaturalist
work?

First, you'll need to download the iNaturalist app and create an account - then you're
ready to go! Once you're there, take a photo of something you find in nature; a flower, a
fish, a crab, a dragonfly, a type of reed. The app has an automatic species identifier! It's
like the Shazam of nature!
Once you've taken a photo and found the species, record the discovery location by
confirming your observation. The GPS location maps the observation directly.
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What you will need

•
•
•
•
•
•

A mobile phone
Downloaded iNaturalist app
4G
GPS location on
Sufficient battery
Optionally, a mobile hotspot

Although iNaturalist really works best with the above requirements, it is also possible to
just take pictures on site. You can then have the photos identified later and manually set
them at the correct GPS location.
Preparation

1. Download the iNaturalist app
2. Register your account
3. Now that you have the app and a registered account, you're ready to go

Make observations

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

And then?

Nature lovers and scientists from all over the world will see your observations and
check your data. If they confirm what you have seen, your observation will increase in
value. If a scientist confirms your observation, your observation will receive the highest
recognition, the “Research Grade”. After your observations, you will receive regular
confirmations or suggestions that they could be a different species.

Take a picture
Click on "What did I observe?"
Choose from the suggestions
Share your location
Add to projects > select OurRhine
Click the check mark and upload your observation

